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VILLAGE DIARY
Regular Meetings

Forthcoming Events
nd

2
4th
7th
7th
9th
10th
13th
24th

In the Village Hall
• Gardening Club

3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug/Dec)

• Pilates classes

Thursdays 7pm-8pm & 8pm-9pm

• Ladies Group

Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec)

• Women's Institute

2nd Tuesday 7.45pm

Beer and Carols
Ladies Group
Bookswap
Christmas Bazaar
Gardening Club
WI
Carols (Marston)
Carol Service (Worton)

Devizes Farmers’ Market

• Worton Toddler Group

Next: Saturday 7th December

Wednesday 10.00 am - Noon
• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies
Alternate Tuesdays (term time only)
• Worton Parish Council Meeting
1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on
notice boards

In the Chapel at Marston
• Marston Parish Council Meeting

Kerbside Collections
Black box and Plastic bottle
and card recycling:
Wednesdays 4th & 18th
Household waste:
Wednesday 11th & Friday 27th

Last Tuesday (every odd month)

Garden waste:
Friday 13th

In the Rose & Crown
• Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Second Sunday 7pm (not Aug)

Worton and
Marston Link

Various Venues

Announced Monthly

• Book Swap

2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon

Mobile Library

Location: The School, 1.10 - 1.50pm
Next Date
• Monday 9th December
Call Wiltshire Library Services
on 01225 713727 for information

If you need help with
transport for hospital appointments
visiting the doctor and dentist or
other important journeys.

Call W&M Link on
07413 912828
th

Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15 December 2019
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton
Telephone: 01380 728664
email address: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
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LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER?
I am a qualified first aid baby sitter
situated in the Worton/Marston area.
For more information please contact me: Leila Salaman
via: email: Leila@salaman.com
Mobile - 07414 203066
Telephone - 01380 720120

The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions
It is available for hire for just £50.
Please contact:
Pauline (720248) or Jeff (726845) or any other Trustee
If you wish to promote your business in the area,
you could do much worse than advertise in The Bridge.
For just £90 a year for a whole page, £60 for 1/2 a page or £30 for 1/4 page
(i.e. as little as £2.50 per edition) your advert will appear in 12 editions
which will be delivered to approximately 320 homes in and around the villages.
Please email: editorofthebridge@gmail.com
If you know anyone who might be interested,
please can you encourage them to get in contact.

The Bridge is printed on sustainably sourced paper
by DMC Office Supplies - 01380 739137

01380 699115
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All types of upholstery and soft
furnishing work undertaken at
‘very competitive rates’
•
•
•

Chairs/sofas re-sprung, recovered & repaired
Curtains made to measure
Furniture re-caning
For a free quotation please contact

Hazel Rennie on 01380 722845

TONY PARSONS
Domestic Appliance Engineer
Cookers

Driers

Washing Machines

SERVICE & REPAIRS

Tel: 01380 723279

Mobile: 07970 117023
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THE BRIDGE
Editor: Giles Collins
editorofthebridge@gmail.com

QUIZZINE 2019
The whole team would like to thank all those who supported this
event on November 8th in the Village Hall. Thanks especially to those
who stayed on to help with the clearing up. This was MUCH appreciated! We raised a little over £1,200 which will go to help maintain
the fabric and outreach of your Village Church.
Jean Lane
Frank and Dorothy Barcham wish all their friends a happy and
healthy Christmas and New Year.
We will be making a donation to the Wiltshire Air Ambulance Appeal instead of sending Christmas cards.

Charity Auction at the Rose & Crown
We raised £1,153 for Link!
Thank you to everyone who helped make it a success.
Jackie
My sister is looking to buy a house in Worton or the surrounding
area. If anybody is thinking of putting their 2, 3 or 4 bedroom house
on the market, please contact me, Gerald, on 01380 722103.

** Christmas changes to Kerbside Collections **
Please see back page
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SERVICE CALENDAR
December

December
st

Sun 1 ADVENT SUNDAY
8.00am CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Communion
9.30am CHRIST CHURCH
Morning Praise
6.00pm Marston Chapel
Rev Gary Gotham HC
Sun 8th
9.30am

ADVENT 2
CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Communion

6.00pm

Marston Chapel
No Service

Fri 13th
6.00pm

MARSTON CHAPEL
Carols by Candlelight

Sun 15th ADVENT 3
9.30am
CHRIST CHURCH
Matins
6.00pm Marston Chapel
No Service
Sun 22nd ADVENT 4
9.30am CHRIST CHURCH
Holy Communion
6.00pm
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Extracts from The Bridge (December 1989),
kindly provided by Tony Walker)

(re-typed for increased clarity)

th

Tue 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
6.00pm CHRIST CHURCH
Carol Service

Wed 25th CHRISTMAS DAY
9.30am CHRIST CHURCH
Family Communion
Sun 29th CHRISTMAS 1
10.00am CHRIST CHURCH
Benefice Communion
6.00pm Marston Chapel
No Service

January
Sun 5th EPIPHANY
9.00am CHRIST CHURCH
Joint Breakfast followed
by Morning Praise at
10.00am
6.00pm Marston Chapel
United Service at
Westbury

Marston Chapel
No Service

A Service of Thanksgiving and Committal for Timothy John Weeding took
place at Christ Church in October. Also a Service of Celebration for the life of
Anthony Hereward Littlewood..

Goodbye to the 80’s - and all that
After editing the Parish Magazine for much of the 80’s (Liz for all
of the decade) this is the last magazine for which we are responsible.
We have enjoyed the experience but feel that with a new decade and a
new vicar, the time is right to hand the ‘baton’ on.
And that is what the ‘mag’ is - a relay race. From Dennis and Lorna in the shop to Liz’s kitchen table, onward across two villages for
typing, back to Worton House for printing, off to the lucky person
whose turn it is to be this month’s collator, back to my house for distribution by bike and foot to many ‘paper boys’ in Worton and Marston, thence to your door. Some months crept relentlessly closer whilst
chaos reigned - then coffee by the bucketful kept us going while children and husbands remained unfed. Too much or too little, both bring
their own problems: Liz qualifies for the title ‘Jigsaw Queen Extraordinaire’, complete with paste pot and scissors….. and the days when the
phone rang with more copy, just as we had finished!
But goodbye to all that. Thank you for bearing with us throughout
all the problems, and special thanks to all the typists, collators and
deliverers and to Joyce for printing the finished efforts every month
and generously stepping in to the breach whenever necessary.
The magazine now has a new editor – Peter Davidson of Gaisford
Chase - who, with the aid of modern technology, will now boldly take
the Parish Magazine where Parish magazines have never been before!
We wish him all the luck in the 1990’s
On a more serious note, please help him by bringing your copy to
the post office by the 20th of each month and by giving him the support which you have given to us in the past.
A very happy Christmas to you all.

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk
Page 4

Bernice Crane and Elizabeth Duck
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CHURCH ROTAS
Sidesmen – December 2019

Sun 1

st

Sun 8

th

All decorating or
painting projects considered,
including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced
Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com

Robin Shercliff

Holy Communion

9.30am

Ali Pratt, Tony Walker

Morning Praise

9.30am

June Mason, Mark Lewis

Holy Communion

th

9.30am

Tony Brewer, Peter Witcher

Matins

Sun 22

nd

9.30am

Ali Cross, Tom Harwood

Holy Communion

Tue 24

th

6.00pm

Mark Lewis, Tony Walker

Carol Service

June Mason, Ali Pratt

Family communion

Sun 15

Your friendly, female decoratress!

8.00am

Wed 25th 9.30am
Sun 29

th

10.00am Tom Harwood, Peter Witcher

Benefice Communion

Sidesmen – January 2020
Sun 5th

10.00am Ali Cross, Tony Brewer

Joint Morning Praise

Altar Flowers
Church Flowers
December 1st
Advent
Advent
December 8th
Advent
Advent
December 15th
Advent
Advent
December 22 nd Advent
Advent
December 23rd All to decorate
All to decorate
December 29th tbc
Mrs P Woods
Church Cleaning
December 1st
Mr and Mrs Pratt
December 15th
Mr and Mrs Wright
Brass Cleaning
December 15th
Mrs Mason

Christ Church Team
Rector:
Rev’d Ali Bridewell
01380 739064 07847 952868
alison.bridewell@gmail.com
Churchwardens:
Jean Lane 01380 722069
Heather Walker 01380 725785
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We get an average saving of 4.5 pence
per litre off heating oil
for our buying group members
every time.
Are you benefitting from such savings?

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk
Chris Cole 01380 818724
chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk

IF THE ANSWER IS NO
THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND
START SAVING MONEY!
All communities welcome.
No One is excluded!

“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver”
Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’

Trevor Hale
NPTC Certified (arb)

The Blossom Tree
Flowers, Home and Gift
42 Rochelle Court,
Market Lavington,
SN10 4AT
(01380) 816268
Bouquets, Arrangements,
Plants & Fresh Flowers
for all occasions
Stylish range of home
and gift ware.

Tree Surgery

Covering All aspects
Including Stump grinding
Chipping & Hedging

07737934777
www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co.uk

Local professional scaffolding service
Please call 01380 726999

www.iscaffwilts.co.uk

Fully insured, Seend
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Pastoral Letter
I expect many of you will have
seen those stickers that some people have in the back of their cars
which say “A dog is for life, not
just for Christmas.” Of course,
that’s an appeal for people to really think about whether the pet
they are considering giving as a
gift can really be looked after in
the long term. That may not be
quite such a crucial question for
lots of the other gifts that we receive.
How many of you can remember
what you had for Christmas last
year? How much notice do we
really take of the gifts we receive?
We have been reminded by the
advertisers and shops that Christmas is coming almost as soon as
the summer holidays were over.
Sadly though, as soon as the
twelve days of Christmas actually
start, the advertisers and shops are
then encouraging us to forget
about it as quickly as possible.
The decorations come down, the
sales begin and almost immediately the displays for Valentine’s
Day are up. We are encouraged to
move on really quickly to the next
thing and put it all behind us for
another year.
But why would we want to get it
over with and move on, when
what we’re actually celebrating is
Page 42

the most wonderful news ever?!
The Christmas story is about the
most wonderful gift that any of us
could ever receive and the truth is
that Christmas is for life and not
just for Christmas. The birth of
Jesus Christ, which is what we
celebrate at Christmas, has meaning all year round, because Christ
is for life, not just for Christmas.
The fact that God came down to
earth in the Lord Jesus Christ
changed
everything forever.
That’s why Jesus is also known as
Emmanuel, because he is “God
with us!” It shows us that rather
than being a distant creator who
now has little or nothing to do
with ordinary people like us and
cares nothing for all the ups and
downs of our lives, our God is
right here with us through everything.
God is with us when we mess up;
here to comfort us when life is
painful; here to give us strength
when life is tough; here to rejoice
with us when life is great; here to
show us how to live life in the
way that it was intended for us to
live it. God is here to share life
with us.
But just like every other gift that
we may receive this Christmas,

Page 7
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Look after yourself this winter

Conservation Contractors
Providing a comprehensive locally based

tree maintenance service
Free advice
Surveys
Surgery
Planting

William Warden 01380 726739
Mobile – 07889 461358

www.conservation-contractors.co.uk
because common sense is no longer common!

As the dark nights draw in across Wiltshire and winter really starts
to bite, it’s worth thinking about how we can all make sure we’re
looking after ourselves and staying well over the cold winter months.
The NHS recently launched its annual winter campaign – Help Us
Help You– which is here to help make it easier to understand the
things you can do.
We all know hospitals and surgeries can be especially busy during
the winter months and it can often be tricky to know the best place to
go for help, so here’s some handy tips to see you through until
spring:
1. It’s not too late to get your flu jab
The free flu vaccination is offered to those who are at increased
risk from the effects of flu, including people aged 65 and over,
pregnant women, those with underlying health conditions and
children aged 2-10. If you’ve not had one yet, it’s not too late.
2. Call 111 or visit 111.nhs.uk online
If you’re unsure where to go and think you need urgent medical
attention, but it’s not life-threatening, contacting NHS 111 can
help you make sure you reach the most suitable NHS service for
your needs.
3. Ask a pharmacist for advice before minor ailments or winter
illnesses get worse
Community pharmacists are qualified healthcare professionals
who can offer clinical advice and over-the-counter medicines to
safely manage things like coughs, colds and sore throats.
It’s quick and convenient to see a pharmacist– you don’t need to
book an appointment and can often be seen in a private consultation room.
4. See your GP in the evening or weekend if you can’t see them
during the day
If you need to see a GP but find it hard to find the time during
routine hours, appointments with a GP, nurse or other healthcare
professionals are often available in the evenings and at weekends
through many local practices or other local NHS services.
For more information about services in your area visit:
www.wiltshireccg.nhs.uk/local-services
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(continued from previous page)

the gift of Christ which God gave to the world, needs to be received
by us and taken into our lives, otherwise this time next year we will
have forgotten, just like the gifts that we received last year.
Christ is the most valuable, life changing gift that any of us will ever receive. Christ is for life and not just for Christmas.
We would love to welcome you to our Christmas services this year,
to receive this good news and special gift, and allow God’s presence
to make a difference in your life. For details of all our services and
other activities see the Wellsprings Benefice website:
https://www.wellspringsbenefice.co.uk/
If you’ve never taken this special Christmas gift seriously perhaps
this is the year to do that? If you would like to explore more about
life, faith and meaning then why not join our Alpha group that will
be starting in the New year.
And for those of you who have already realised that Christ is for life
and not just for Christmas, then I encourage you to share that gift of
love and grace and forgiveness that you experience every day of
your life with others, so that this Christmas and throughout 2020,
we may all have the joy of knowing that Christ is for life, and not
just for Christmas.
Rev’d Ali Bridewell

Come and join us

Carols
by Candlelight
Marston Chapel

Friday 13th December 2019
at 6 pm

Collection in aid of
a local charity

All Welcome!
Page 40
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Fundraising for
Costa Rica 2020

Hi
I have had another fairly quiet month on the fundraising front but
have done some odd jobs for people including two lots of waitressing, helping out at someone’s house and pig work on the farm.
Some of my jobs had to be postponed due to the rain.
We have now started our Christmas Fairs with all our crafts. Please
come and see me if you can. I am at Worton and Potterne on 7 th
December.
My fundraising total has now reached £3,312.
Scarlet

Are you Crafty?
What
When
Where
Cost
Contact:

Make a simple Christmas tree decoration
Thursday 5th December at 2.30pm
1, Cedar Close
£2.50
Rosemary 01380 725859 or
Sarah
01380 720244
To book a place!

‘Practice doesn’t make you perfect. It makes you a little bit better’.
Harrison Birtwistle
Page 10
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Worton and Marston Gardening Club
As I reported in my last article, Jane wanted me to improve our garden
pond. When we moved into Malthouse Yard, the garden had already been
landscaped. Jane and I were able to appreciate the design and had no reason to alter it. We did however have to do a lot of weeding and although
designed into the garden, the pond feature needed completely rebuilding.
This was done over a couple of years and for the past ten years or so, all
was ok. Unfortunately, one problem persisted - the water level never covered the liner. This year Jane decided this issue had to be addressed, hence
our pond refurbishment. I would like to be able to report that I have completed the job single-handed. This would not be true however because my
daughter and her fiancé have stepped in and done the job far better than I
could have. Everyone will be able to judge for themselves when the garden is opened for our open garden weekend next year. With this in mind,
Jane has had me moving plants around and generally tidying everything up
so that we have a good display for visitors to enjoy. In the vegetable garden, beans, lettuce and tomatoes are now finished. I am pulling carrots and
last weekend we enjoyed our first parsnips out of the garden this season.
Hopefully, our leeks will grow a bit bigger yet; I was too late planting
them out. Over the last month, we have had a lot of rain and I noticed the
river was well in flood one morning. Hopefully the water table is starting
to return to normal and we can enjoy a bit more sunshine. We can't control
the weather, perhaps this is White Christmas year.
Dave
Thank you to all members for their continued support this year; we hope
you have enjoyed the evenings.
December 9th meeting – wreath making, if you haven’t booked to make a
wreath, for just £2 you are welcome to come along and join us for a mince
pie and mulled wine – doors open 7:30pm.
We will be kicking off 2020 on January 20 th with our ever-popular Quiz
evening – members, non-members and potential members all welcome.
Teams of up to 6 but if you don’t have a team come along anyway, there
will be a team you can join. Club will provide nibbles and tea/coffee so
just bring along your favourite tipple.
Rosemary and Sally
Rosemary Rosenfeld rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk
Sally Brooks svwood90@hotmail.com

Thought for December:
‘At Christmas I no more desire a rose, Than wish a snow in May’s newfangled mirth; But like of each thing that in season grows.’
– William Shakespeare, Love’s Labours Lost
Page 38
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Situated in Blackberry Lane, Potterne.
Childcare awarded
Outstanding in all areas by Ofsted
Registered to deliver Free Entitlement
for all ages
Sessional care 9-12 or 12-3
or full days available
Homely indoor natural environment
Stimulating outdoor space
Welcome to visit anytime
www.carersnest.co.uk
01380 698088
Follow our Facebook page
for up to date information

Page 12

Page 37

The Bridge

December 2019

The Bridge

December 2019

A1 Gutter Services and Roof Repair
Call Darren
01380 698095
www.a1gutterservices.com

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements








Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior)
Tiling and Flooring
Paving, Decking and Patios
Guttering and Fascias
Light Building Works
Repair and Renovation Work
Garden Maintenance
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes
pride in their work (references available) then contact …

Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes)
07725 638 165 or 01380 720323
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
* Free Quote
* Competitive Prices * No Job is Too Small
* All Areas within Wiltshire Covered * Fully Insured
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‘Never apologise, never explain!’
Sorry, that’s just my motto.
Page 13
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Christmas Trees
at Marsh Farm
Seend Road, Worton

Limited number
Open first two weekends before Christmas
Open 10.30am-4pm.
£20 - any size
Phone: 828214

Edington Arts Advent Concert

07980 630905 01380 738319
www.concept-2-creation.com
Page 14

General maintenance
Garden clearance
Hedging & hedge cutting
Fencing & walling
Planting & planting schemes
Decking & timber structures
Paving & paths
Water features & ponds
Low voltage lighting systems
Full design & construction
Turfing

There’s still time to buy tickets for the Advent Concert in Edington
Priory Church on Saturday 7th December, though you need to be
quick!
Seats for the performance by the choir of Jesus College Cambridge
have gone quickly, and while there are none left in the front or rear
nave, there are still some spaces in both side aisles (£10) and in the
choir stalls (£20). 18 and under come free.
Please ring Chrissy on 01380 831256 or email sue@edingtonarts.org
for availability and to secure your seats for this wonderful evening of
top quality singing of lovely Advent and Christmas music, with the
added bonus of mulled wine and mince pies in the interval!
Please note that if you buy on the door on the night you will need to
add £2 per ticket.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
Community Fund Grant
Trustees would like to thank Worton Parish Council for making a substantial grant from the Community Fund towards new
chairs for the village hall. You may remember that in the survey we conducted last year, new chairs (and curtains) came
top of the list that villagers wanted to see in the Hall. The
grant will cover at least half of the cost with the rest being
made up from fund raising events such as the Article 51 gig,
the bingo night and the up and coming Christmas Bazaar. Should the Bazaar be as successful as it usually is we
expect to be able to buy the chairs in the New Year. We are
planning that these will be fabric, padded and that some will
have arms to help those of us who need it to get up out of
them.
Christmas Bazaar
This will take place on Saturday December 7th at 2pm at the
Village Hall. There will be several different stalls selling festive goods, plus some games and a raffle. Teas and coffees
and cake will also be on sale and I am informed that Santa
may well be able to make an appearance too. Please come
along, have some fun and support the village hall and the village organisations who are running the stalls.
200 Club
The winner of the £50 prize for October was Joe Kidd and the
winner of the £50 prize for November was Peter Hinton. Congratulations to both of them.
Veronica Franklin, Chair of Trustees
‘When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly
stand to have him around. But when I got to be 21, I was astonished
at how much he had learned in seven years’.
Mark Twain

‘Some problems are so complex that you have to be highly intelligent and well informed just to be undecided about them’.
Laurence J. Peter
Page 34
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FESTIVAL OF CRIBS
at Bulkington Church (SN10 1SL)
13th -15th December 10am - 4pm

100+
beautiful
Nativity Scenes
from around
the world

Refreshments Free entry
(donations welcome)
Raffle for Christmas hamper
Colouring sheets for children
Special closing service
at 4.00 on Sunday.
Bring your own crib to be blessed

We look forward to welcoming you
to this special event
Worton and Marston Village Hall

Run for the community by volunteers
Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall
for the benefit of the community
Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248
or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net
www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk/

ROSE and CROWN
There’s lots going on in the Rose and Crown each month.
Please pop in to the pub to find out what and when!
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£40

Page 32

Page 17

The Bridge

December 2019

The Bridge

December 2019

DECEMBER 2019
BOOK SWAP
NB * Saturday 7th December 2019 *
10.00am - 12noon
at Homeground, 50 High Street,
Worton
(hosted by Ann Darling)
Advance notice:
Saturday 11th January 2020
at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton
(hosted by Sally Collins)
Page 18
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ABC AIRPORT SERVICES
Taxi Transfers to all Airports
Ferry Ports
Long Distance
Meetings
Please call for quotes
01380 816648
07738 195805
garymac2@sky.com

01380
725652
07917818145

07876433655
07876433655
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A Message from Richard Gamble

Wiltshire Councillor
for The Lavingtons & Erlestoke Division
Tis the season of goodwill. At least, I hope so!
As yet another year comes to its end, it may be worth reflecting
upon some of the matters that have featured in the months past.
In Wiltshire, we welcomed Philip Whitehead as the new leader and
said a fond farewell to Baroness Scott after many years of
achievement. A new housing development company was established to ensure council houses are built where they are needed. A
climate emergency was declared - followed by an unexpected acclamation from Friends of the Earth that Wiltshire is already the
most climate-friendly local authority area in England. We welcomed more military rebasing into the county and we hosted National Forces Day with pride.
And what of the future? Well, around Devizes, we have quite a lot
to look forward to over the coming years. New health facilities are
in sight and, as a consequence, redevelopment of the old hospital
area is now likely before too long. That, in turn will stimulate improvement to the wharf, which has much tourist potential aided by
the Great West Way project led by VisitWiltshire. Progress has
been made towards restoring the former Assize Courts to be a glorious home for the Wiltshire Museum. The Market Place is destined for a facelift and there is talk of a country park. Not least, we
continue to travel hopefully towards a Devizes Parkway station.
I hope that list will warm your heart in these cold winter months.
Meanwhile, if you need any ideas for Christmas gifts, try these
from Oren Arnold:
“To your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent, tolerance. To a
friend, your heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To every
child, a good example. To yourself, respect.”
I wish you a wonderful Christmas and (in case your parish magazine is one of those that does not publish in January) a very happy
new year.

You may contact me about this or any other matter by email to
richard.gamble@wiltshire.gov.uk or by phone on 07762 018209
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Five Lanes
Women’s Institute

Dementia has become an illness that we seem to be talking about on a daily basis. If it isn’t a loved one suffering from it is someone we know and it isn’t just
the elderly; this dreadful disease affects the younger generation too. Positive
results have been achieved by allowing those with dementia to remain in their
own homes as they are familiar with their surroundings and this will give them
much more stability.
At Mulberry Live In Care we provide highly experienced carers to give 24-hour
care to our dementia clients, and the main focus is continuity! So the carer can
arrive and get straight on with looking after the client. Even though the client
may not recognize the carer, things are easier because the carer knows what they
are doing and knows the clients’ likes and dislikes. This gives them added security, and that is key!
We provide care (short or long term) in many other areas like:
• Companionship
• Help for those who have suffered a Stroke
• Palliative/End of life Care
• Rehabilitation/Convalescence
• Respite
and much, much more.
The care is based on YOUR requirements, not us telling you!
If you have ever considered Live In Care for yourself or someone you know and
you would like some advise or just to chat to someone,
please call or email:
01380 870270/07921299286
Email: info@mulberryliveincare.co.uk
Website: www.mulberryliveincare.co.uk

Page 28

Our November meeting was an illustrated talk about the work of
Medical Detection Dogs. David Bradley told us about the ongoing
work in laboratories training dogs to “sniff out” irregular or abnormal tissue samples. The other factor of their work is matching up
dogs with people who have life-threatening illnesses like diabetes,
who can detect when glucose levels are falling to a dangerous level.
We saw film of dogs becoming agitated with their owner, getting
help, or fetching medication for them. The charity gets less publicity than guide dogs for the hearing or sight-impaired, and relies
completely on donations. If you would like to learn more and/or
donate, their web site is www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.ok
Our December meeting is on the 10th when we will be trying a variety of Christmas crafts and enjoying mulled wine and cake!! If
you’ve ever thought about giving us a try, this would be a great one
to get you started!
Jean Lane 722069
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Worton Parish Council
An early season’s greeting!
You may have noticed some changes at the play area at Whatley’s
Leaze. This followed the recent annual inspection carried out by
safety officers. Unfortunately, this meant that urgent attention was
needed to rectify the issues that had been identified. Unfortunately,
we have had to remove the play equipment due to decaying timber
but thanks to the timely work of Cllrs Johnson, Wilshire and Fisher,
the field itself is now safe to use. We are considering how best to
use the area in the future.
We have been taking an active interest in the situation in Back Lane.
Whilst our main concern is accessibility via a well maintained footpath, we would hope that everyone who uses the path can get equal
enjoyment from it and its surroundings. With that in mind, we are
encouraging positive communication and we are clearer about the
possible developments that might take place. Whilst the responsibilities and powers of your council are limited in this area, we are
pleased to support any dialogue on this issue and are willing to pass
on any questions or observations to landowners if this is helpful.
Please forward any communications on this via Liz Starling, our
clerk, using the usual methods.
For as long as any of us can remember there have been serious concerns about the infamous “Black Dog” road junction. Any discussion soon reveals that anyone who cannot recount a near miss or
worse at the junction is very much the exception. Thus, we were
keen to support initiatives for a serious review of the dangers presented at the junction and what the response should be. In fact the
junction is within the Market Lavington Parish boundary but, as residents of both our parish and West Lavington have an obvious interest, we have been looking to make combined representations to responsible authorities about safety at the junction.
Both myself and Cllr Slack were able to raise and support the issue
at a very well attended Community Area Transport Group (CATG)
meeting. We felt that the issue had been raised to the forefront of
awareness and that a sensible route forward had been established.
Sadly, changes in this type of issue are never as quick as we would
like, but we did feel that good progress had been made. At the same
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

meeting we were able to point out that some road markings at the
Mill Head junction had not been renewed following re-surfacing
work and we were assured that this issue would be resolved as soon
as practicable.
One piece of good news for our much loved village hall - a Community Fund application for £1,200 towards the purchase of new chairs
was unanimously approved. Bearing in mind that most of the present
ones helped us to comfortably celebrate the Millennium, this is
clearly a timely initiative!
Following Giles Collins’ encouragement we are in the process of
ordering some new trees via the Woodland Trust scheme. We understand that there is a groundswell of support for the idea that there
might be a community led group who would be willing to undertake
the management and development of the bank as a valuable community resource. We await developments with interest!
I mentioned in the November edition of the Bridge that our status as
a “small large village” had been discussed. I would like to re-assure
everyone that any proposals to change village status would only take
place following full consultation. Whilst it is true that we are looking into what the implication of “large village” status versus “small
village status” could be, there is no plan to change our status at the
present time.
By the way, please note that the start time for our December meeting
has been brought forward to 6 o’clock in order to enable councillors
and attendees to enjoy the planned Christmas event at the Rose and
Crown scheduled for the same evening, though it may also mean
that your councillors will feel obliged to sport their best Christmas
jumper at the meeting. Dark glasses recommended!
Barry Devine
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WORTON & MARSTON LADIES GROUP
Our October meeting was a visit to Poulshot. A number of our
members, including a couple of husbands, enjoyed a convivial
evening with the Poulshot ladies and their husbands “Whisky
Tasting”. I understand there may have been one or two fuzzy
heads the next morning!
On the 27th November we are to meet in Devizes for a Ghost
Walk with John Girvan; let’s hope for a dry evening.
Our AGM will be in the village hall at 8pm on 4th December.
Please come along with any ideas/thoughts for the 2020 programme. Also ladies, it is the Xmas Bazaar on Saturday
7th December and Ladies Group will be running a cake stall as
usual; any contributions will be much appreciated.
Finally may I wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and all
good wishes for the New Year.
Pam Woods

Rose and Crown
Worton
01380 724202
Lunch time opening
Evening opening

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday Coffee Morning
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
10.30 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30
12.00 - 2.30

6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11pm
6pm -11.30pm
6pm -11.30pm
7pm -10.00pm
7pm -11.00pm (on Quiz Sundays)

Rolls and sandwiches available.
Also look out for ‘Bill and Gerry’s’ Pop Up kitchen signs
when they come here and cook.
We have a pool table, darts and skittles.
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.
Please pop in to the pub to find out what’s happening each month
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