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We get an average saving of 4.5 pence 
per litre off heating oil  

for our buying group members 
every time. 

Are you benefitting from such savings? 

IF THE ANSWER IS NO  
THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND 

START SAVING MONEY! 
All communities welcome. 

No One is excluded! 

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk  
Chris Cole    01380 818724       

chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk 

If you wish to promote your business in the area, 
    you could do much worse than advertise in this space. 

 

For just £30 a year  your advert will appear in 12 editions  
(i.e. just £2.50 a month) 

 

If you know anyone who might be interested,  
please can you encourage them to get in contact. 

 

email: editorofthebridge@gmail.com    
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THE BRIDGE 

The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo 
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions 

It is available for hire for just £50.            
Please contact: 

Pauline (720248) or Jeff (726845) or any other Trustee 

         Editor: Giles Collins    editorofthebridge@gmail.com    

 

Poppy Collection 
 

The Royal British Legion have decided not to hold any house-to-
house collections this year, and we don't yet know whether or not 
poppies will be publicly available in places such as supermar-
kets. Instead the RBL will try to make use of corporate and other 
large donors to raise their necessary funds.   

 

Robin Shercliff 
Park Farm House  

 
 

Terry Brooks 
 

Many of you will have heard that Terry Brooks passed away sud-
denly at home on 25th August. Sally and the family  would like to 
thank you for all your kind messages and your support over this 
really difficult time for them. Covid restrictions have impacted 
on the funeral arrangements but they intend to arrange a celebra-
tion of Terry's life as soon as they can and as soon as all his fam-
ily and friends can join them. 
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For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 
 

 Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior) 

 Tiling and Flooring 

 Paving, Decking and Patios 

 Guttering and Fascias 

 Light Building Works 

 Repair and Renovation Work 

 Garden Maintenance 

 
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes  

pride in their work (references available) then contact … 

 
Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes) 

07725 638 165  or 01380 720323  
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk 

*  Free Quote       *  Competitive Prices     *  No Job is Too Small 
*  All Areas within Wiltshire Covered     *  Fully Insured 

          

  KU Carpentry & Construction Ltd 
 

  07968069749        01380 827007 
 

 Kultd2015@gmail.com 
 

All aspects of carpentry and building work undertaken,  
both private and commercial, 

extensions, conversions, refurbishments and newbuilds. 

mailto:adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Kultd2015@gmail.com
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Christ Church Team  

 

Rector: 
Rev’d Ali Bridewell 

01380 739064     07847 952868 
alison.bridewell@gmail.com 

 

Churchwardens: 
Jean Lane 01380 722069 

Heather Walker 01380 725785 

SERVICE CALENDAR 

October 

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk 

Sun 4th    TRINITY 17  
 

  No Services 

Sun 11th    TRINITY 18 
 

 No Services 

There were no weddings, baptisms or funerals at Christ Church in August. 

Sun 25th   TRINITY 20 
 

8.00am CHRIST CHURCH 
 BCP Communion 
 

 Marston Chapel 
 No Service                              

Sun 18th    TRINITY 19 
 

10.00am   CHRIST CHURCH 
                 Holy Communion  
 

 Marston Chapel 
 No Service 

In order to comply with regulations relating to Covid, please 
advise either of the Churchwardens if you wish to attend any of 
the Christ Church Services. Also please bring a face mask for 
use inside the building, and follow instructions for hand sanitis-
ing and maintaining social distances.  

mailto:alison.bridewell@gmail.com
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The Blossom Tree 

Flowers, Home and Gift 
42 Rochelle Court,  
Market Lavington,  

SN10 4AT 
(01380) 816268 

Bouquets, Arrangements,  
Plants & Fresh Flowers  

for all occasions 
Stylish range of home  

and gift ware. 

 Trevor Hale 

          NPTC Certified (arb) 
  
  
  
  

 
Tree Surgery 

     Covering All aspects 
  Including Stump grinding 
     Chipping & Hedging 

 07737934777 
    www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co.uk 

      Fully insured, Seend  

“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver” 
 

Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available 
 
 

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828 
 

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’ 
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Pastoral Letter  

Renée’s Ruminations – 
 

I don’t know about you, but I 
find the older I get, the more I am 
challenged by “ageism”!  
“Naturally,” you might respond, 
“that’s ever been the case”! 
Google defines age as: “… one of 
the protected characteristics un-
der the Equality Act. Age dis-
crimination is where you're treat-
ed unfairly because of your age 
or because you're part of a partic-
ular age group.” 
 

In some cultures, the elderly are 
treated with great respect. They 
are included as an essential part 
of the family group, and they are 
valued. In this country, however, 
I find that I’m frequently con-
signed to the scrap heap! For ex-
ample, when we first entered into 
“lockdown”, I was not allowed to 
join the Village Covid Team be-
cause I am “too old”. I was – er – 
incensed! Then I thought I might 
be able to short-term foster a dog 
for someone who might be tem-
porarily unable to care for theirs. 
Having spent ages completing a 
lengthy application form on-line 
with one of the dog charities, I 
discovered, at the very end of the 
form, that people above the age 
of 70 need not apply! Grrr. 
 

Some time ago, a friend, whose 
son was being rather patronising, 

listened patiently to all the ad-
vice regarding how he should be 
coping with life generally. At 
the end of the diatribe my friend 
asked “How do you think I got 
to my age?” “Pure luck” was the 
answer! Mmm. 
 

Well, let’s try to put things in 
perspective, shall we? “With 
regard to old age,” wrote Rev 
Edward Burnley in an article in 
Seend’s village magazine (Feb 
1997), “it is sometimes looked 
upon as a personal achievement. 
On the contrary, it is a gift from 
God. Each day is an opportunity 
… to make some reparation for 
what the Prayer Book Litany 
describes as our ‘Sins, negligen-
cies and ignorancies’. Life is not 
a matter of length of days, as is 
proved by the fact that thou-
sands die in youth or middle 
age.”  
 

He continued: “The frustrations 
and limitations of old age are 
endless. Apart from aches and 
pains, every little job takes a 
little longer, and the days pass 
swiftly with duties undone or 
postponed until the next day. 
There are, however, compensa-
tions.  One is relieved of the re-
sponsibilities of earlier life. 
(And, if one is fortunate) Many 

(continued on next page) 
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relatives and friends come to one’s assistance. Any small achieve-
ment is given a disproportionate amount of credit, and mistakes and 
failings are indulgently overlooked. 
 

“There is every reason to thank God for creation, preservation and 
all the blessings of this life, and above all for his inestimable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  for the means 
of grace and for the hope of Glory”. Absolutely.   
 

Blessed are you who recognise the Lord in all you meet; the light of 
truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom. 
 

Go safely, Renée 

(continued from previous page) 
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From Christ Church: 
 

On a beautiful sunny morning the first service for nearly 6 months 
was held in Christ Church on 13th September. Rev Ali and our curate 
Adrian led the service with Stu back at the Rectory co-ordinating the 
technical side of things for those joining the service from home via 
Zoom. A lot of work goes on behind the scenes to make these ser-
vices happen. The church was full within the current restrictions re 
social distancing, welcoming some from the other churches in the 
Benefice. Some of the congregation had not seen each other for a 
long time so it was good just to say hello. 
 

A presentation was made to Ali and Steve Pratt who are leaving the 
village after 28 years. They have been involved in so many ways 
with Christ Church, and will be greatly missed. They leave with very 
best wishes for life in their new home, but we couldn’t give them a 
hug! They promise to come back to see us from time to time. 
 

At present, there is a BCP Communion service at 8am and a main 
service at 10am at one of the churches in the Benefice each Sunday. 
Along with Worton, these are Bulkington, Potterne, Poulshot and 
Seend. Please see separate poster, elsewhere in the magazine. Masks 
must be worn at all services. 
 

Anyone is welcome to any of these, but booking is required to ena-
ble seating to be organised for social distancing. You may book 
through the Rectory or churchwardens. 
October services in Christ Church are: 
18th October - 10am Holy Communion 
25th October – 8am BCP Communion  
 

Christ Church is also open every Sunday from 10.00am - 4.00pm for 
private prayer, except when a live service is taking place. Please be 
aware of the safety measures of sanitising, signing in, and social dis-
tancing.  
 

Services for Harvest, Remembrance, and Christmas will be different 
this year, and are being planned around current guidelines. These 
will be notified in ‘The Bridge’, and the Christ Church and Well-
springs Websites when finalised. 
 

Please continue to pray for Ali and Stu and all the team who work so 
hard to maintain services and pastoral care in the villages. 
 

Heather and Jean, Churchwardens. 
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(Kindly sent in by Primrose Wright) 
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‘Doggy Dilemmas’ 
 
 

Puppy and Dog training classes 
Dog walking 
One to Ones 

Dog Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Debs on 
01380 730564   or  07966 617617 

Email debsmackay@hotmail.com 
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk 
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Village Hall News 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who has been supportive of the Village Hall 
Trustees as we have tried to grapple our way through various 
changes to guidance and advice. At the time of writing this (mid 
September) the Trustees understand that the Village Hall is exempt-
ed from the 'Rule of Six' as it is a 'Covid Secure' location. As far as 
we understand it, this means that it can be used for activities up to 
the capacity of the hall under Covid-19 rules (which, as it happens, 
is 19). People attending would have to remain 'socially distanced' at 
all times, so arriving and leaving would have to be staggered and a 
signing in procedure needs to be adopted and kept by the organiser 
of any event. However, we would advise people to study the Gov-
ernment guidance before organising an event to ensure that their 
event falls within permissible activities. We have also written a sup-
plementary 'Hirers Agreement' which hirers are required to sign. 
This outlines additional actions which hirers need to undertake to 
ensure that the hall remains 'Covid Secure'. Please note also as the 
winter months approach there are no curtains in the Hall. We were 
advised to remove these. 
 

Obviously with the hall being closed for several months, our in-
come has plummeted this year. However, we have secured a Gov-
ernment grant which will cover our running costs, so when this is 
all over, we will be back!! 
 

200 Club 
The plan to hold a cheese and wine gathering this Autumn for mem-
bers of the 200 Club and to draw the numbers for each month there, 
was obviously optimistic. So Trustees have gone ahead and made 
the draws. The following were the lucky recipients of £50: 
April: Mike Woods            
May: Jane Loveys        
June: Ian Maclean-Boyle           
July: Allison Soni               
August: Peter Wilcox 
Congratulations to each of them and thank you to all of you who 
continue to support us. 
 
Many thanks,  
Veronica 
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LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER? 
 

I am a qualified first aid baby sitter  
situated in the Worton/Marston area. 

 

For more information please contact me: Leila Salaman  

 

via: email:   Leila@salaman.com 
Mobile - 07414 203066         Telephone - 01380 720120 

 

Worton & Marston Link Scheme 
 

The Link scheme has a vital role during these strange times. This 
is especially true now there are moves to open up the hospitals 
more widely, and may result in a requirement for more Link jour-
neys. In order that everyone feels safer, the following is suggest-
ed guidance for extra personal protection. If you have any com-
ments please let us know; we all have to work together on this. 
Our number for all communication is 07413 912828. Do please 
use this number for queries of any sort you may have. 
  

Driving Guidelines 
Clean your car between journeys using standard cleaning prod-
ucts - make sure you clean door handles and other areas that 
people may touch, clean your hands before and after your jour-
ney.  
Open windows for ventilation.  
Minimise social contact, avoid physical contact, keep maximum 
distance between passengers and face away from each other at 
all times. 
The driver and passengers must wear a face covering such as on 
a bus, train or coach. Masks may not protect an individual from 
catching the virus but could prevent them spreading it to other 
people in the car if they are infected but have not yet developed 
symptoms. 
 

Alun Newman 

mailto:Email-Leila@salaman.com
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Worton Parish Council 
 
 

     Disappointingly, we are still needing to meet in a virtual format, 
though it worked out well for me as I was able to participate in the 
September meeting whilst enjoying a family break in Cornwall. 
 

We are now getting quite skilled in making the most of the limited 
time available (we do this as economically as possible!) and are pro-
ficient at rapidly re-joining meetings when technology fails. There 
can be no doubt that, whilst discussion can, and does, occur, the 
drawbacks are clear, particularly the difficulty for interested mem-
bers of the public to attend. As I write, the national situation with 
regard to Covid appears to be deteriorating and thus, the imminent 
return to “normality” seems less likely. So, whilst we monitor the 
situation, it is probable that our meetings will continue to be in a 
virtual format for the foreseeable future. 
 

Many of you have been involved in our Good Neighbours scheme 
which, as far as I am aware, did a good job in supporting each other 
through the worst of the crisis. I had the opportunity to participate in 
an online conference where in the region of 50 delegates from all 
over the county were able to share their experiences and ideas for 
going forward. It was clear that there was a huge amount of good-
will in our various communities but that, whilst the type of issue 
experienced was broadly the same whether in village, town or in-
deed, city, the scales were so different that advice on good practice 
that would apply in, say, Warminster, would not be the same in 
Worton. In larger settlements a dedicated management structure was 
often already available through pre-existing bodies. This was not 
always the case and there were examples of individuals acting 
speedily via a “I need to do something” ethos and then getting over-
whelmed. It appears that, in some cases, parish councils were not 
involved at all. In other cases they took the lead. Much seems to 
have been linked to the need for rapid responses against structures 
for whom correct procedures that were already in place caused de-
lay. It was very pleasing to note that Devizes received wide praise 
for the way the crisis had been handled (I made sure it was realised 
that Worton was near to Devizes - a brief bask in reflected glory!) 
From our point of view I felt it would be useful to have easy liaison 
with support groups of comparable size - hopefully this will be set 
up by the conference organisers. I also share the hope that the obvi-
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ous benefits of being “good neighbours” can become even more es-
tablished than they were. I am already aware of people continuing to 
support each other in a spirit of friendship even though the worst of 
the crisis may possibly have passed. With this in mind, I intend to 
keep our Worton good neighbours group ticking over so that we can 
give support if the situation needs it. I will be updating those in-
volved, but if you feel you would like to join the group - either of-
fering or needing support - or, indeed, both, contact me via my par-
ish council email - barry@worton.org.uk. 
 

Back to our meeting! A parishioner has raised the question about 
the possibility of providing new play equipment at Whatley’s. You 
may be aware that the equipment that was previously there needed 
to be removed for safety reasons. We are considering what is the 
best way forward and what would both meet the need and provide 
good value for money - a range of ideas was discussed. We would 
very much like to know who would make use of new play equip-
ment at Whatley’s if installed and what kind of equipment would be 
preferred. We are looking into options and would like to share these 
before decisions are taken. Please contact Liz, our clerk, at 
clerk@worton.org.uk to share your views and ideas. 
 

We have been contacted by residents about footpath concerns. With 
regard to the issue of dog fouling, we confirmed the purchase of a 
new litter bin which will be sited where the telephone box formerly 
stood as well as a number of “no dog fouling” signs that will be sit-
ed at appropriate points around the village.  
 

With regard to WORT13 (Back Lane), issues have emerged with 
regard to the suitability of the new surface for motorised wheelchair 
and pushchair use. As Cllr Wilshire rightly pointed out in a letter 
published in the September edition of the Bridge, the parish council 
is not directly responsible for footpaths, though we obviously have a 
great interest in them. That role falls to Wiltshire Council. We were, 
however, able to provide support to affected residents directly. Cllr 
Gamble was in attendance and very sympathetic. 
 

We were also recently in receipt of an update from the county coun-
cil about the cedar tree in Cedar Close. Sadly, this does not seem 
positive, as investigation has revealed the presence of a wood decay 
pathogen as well as considerable deadwood and dieback. We have 
not seen the full report as yet, but the future of this beautiful and 
iconic tree looks in grave doubt.                       (continued on next page) 
 

mailto:-%20barry@worton.org.uk
mailto:clerk@worton.org.uk
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(continued from previous page) 
 

Finally, it has been good to see a return of our Speedwatch volun-
teers to their posts, now under the leadership of Suzanne Bonfield. 
Thanks are due to Debs Mackay, without whose efforts there would 
be no group - indeed, countywide there are far fewer of them. Cllr 
Parsons has been investigating the purchase of Speed Indicator de-
vices and this will be discussed at the next meeting with a view of 
carrying the purchase forward.  
 

As I write, I have become aware of speculation with regard to some 
digging that has begun in a field that borders Back Lane. It would 
appear that the digs are part of an archaeological investigation. I 
have become aware of some speculation as to what this could be 
linked to which, though understandable, is not particularly helpful at 
the moment. At the time of our last meeting we have not had any 
information about any new planning application that could be relat-
ed.  
 

Barry 

 

Letter to the Editor 
 

Dear Editor, 
 

I would like to publicly thank Marston Parish Council and the 
Howard family for all the work they have put in to create a de-
lightful and beautiful environment for the residents and visi-
tors to the village. The layering of the hedge along the 
righthand side of Long Street has encouraged vigorous new 
growth and will give our native birds a friendly habitat in 
which to build their nests. The seeding of the grass on the 
same side of the lane has created a veritable spectacle of 
wild flowers throughout the summer and provided bees and 
insects with everything they need to sustain them as well as 
beauty for walkers, etc. to appreciate. 
 

This reseeding has transformed the green and hopefully 
some seeds will float across to the other side of the track and 
beautify that as well. 
 

So once again, thank you Marston PC and the Howards. 
 

Margaret Armand Smith 
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Your friendly, female decoratress! 
 

All decorating or  
painting projects considered,  
including children’s murals 

 

I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced 
 

Call Carolynn on 07881 200218 
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com 
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FIVE LANES WI NEWS  

 
 

We were lucky to get in our meeting on 17th March before 
Lockdown (as several members are over 70). Our Skittles 
League was cut short but we had only one match cancelled 
and were not in line to win anyway! The committee tried hard 
to keep in touch with members over the last 6 months, offer-
ing to do shopping and medication collection for our older 
members. Sarah, our secretary, has kept us well in touch with 
regular e-mails and we had “Zoom” meetings in May and 
June. What a new and strange life we had begun to lead! 
Once small groups could meet in gardens, that is what we did  
in July and August, and then we had a Bingo night, as a last 
chance to meet outside.  
 
 

The committee last met at the end of August and were all set 
to have a “Covid” secure meeting in the Village Hall, thanks 
to the hard work of the Village Hall committee, BUT then the 
new announcements came and we have had to put that on 
hold for now. As things change regularly, the committee will 
try and provide a real meeting as soon as is legally possible 
and Sarah will continue to keep you informed.  
 
 

Sarah and Rosemary have held their “Crafty” sessions, some 
on Zoom and some in gardens, but now Autumn is creeping 
in, they will probably revert to Zoom over the winter. Thanks 
to them for all the hard work that has involved.  
 
 

So to our current members, keep your chins up. Life is hard 
but not as hard as for many people around the country and in 
the world. We live in a lovely area with great walks and have 
the benefit of technology to keep in touch. Not forgetting 
those who are not on line, who we try to keep in touch with as 
much as possible. Please stay positive and we hope that 
2021 will see some return to normality and we’ll be able to 
meet again in person. 
 
 

Jean Lane  
722069 
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ABC AIRPORT SERVICES 
 

Taxi Transfers to all Airports 
Ferry Ports 

Long Distance 
Meetings 

Please call for quotes 
01380 816648           07738 195805          garymac2@sky.com 

07917818145             07876433655 01380 725652     07876433655 
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Worton & Cheverell FC (Youth) 
‘The Badgers’ 

 

http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.com 
 

The football season for Worton & Cheverell is due to start within a few 
days of writing this contribution. Our teams are ready and have been busy 
with training and some pre-season friendlies in preparation for the season. 
 

TEAM NEWS:  
Badger cubs. (3-6) - Growing in numbers all the time. Having fun and 
learning new skills. Training Saturday 9-10am at Elisha field Market Lav-
ington. Please contact Dave Kiddle if your child would like to try for free.  
 

U7s & U8s - Both having friendly matches in preparation for league 
matches starting 19/20th September. Training now on Wednesday 6-7pm 
at Northbrook Market Lavington. Looking for more players for their 
squads.  
 

U9s & U10s - All looking forward to new season by playing friendly 
matches. All kids enjoying sessions. New players welcome. 
 

U11s – Good pre-season training and ready for League matches vs AFC 
Corsham and Melksham Town. Looking for additional players. 
 

U13s – Ready for start of new season. Played four pre-season friendlies in 
preparation for start of season. 
 

U14s - Preparation for new league season going well with friendly match-
es against older opponents. With wins against South Newton and Bishops 
Cannings.  

 

 U15s - Several pre-season matches under belts and ready for league 
matches against Chippenham Town and Melksham Town 
 
 

Team Contacts for 2020/21 Season:  

 

Contacts 
Badger Cubs - Dave Kiddle - 07843 678781           
U7 - Pete Huntley - 07974 756131               U8 - Dave Kiddle - 07843 678781           
U9/10 - Mark Goddard – 01380 813160      U11 - Neil Black - 07769 261750    
U13 - Mark Goddard – 01380 813160          U14 – Dave Kiddle – 07843 678781            
U15 – Aiden Allmark 07341 819154            Adults – Pete Drew – 07885 527546 

 
  

Follow us on Facebook – Worton and Cheverell Youth Football Club 
(No other pages are approved by the club) 

http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.com
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EDINGTON ARTS 

 

It is with great regret that Edington Arts has been forced to cancel 
the remaining three concerts of the 2020 season, in October, No-
vember and December. The combination of all the various Covid-
related guidelines and regulations which need to be followed has 
made the rest of the season financially unviable.  

 

However, the 2021 season is fixed, and the concert leaflet will be 
distributed during October and November. Organisers are very 
pleased with what will be an exciting and varied programme, which 
begins in March. 

 

Anne Curtis 

       DOCA News - Devizes Winter Festival 
 

We’re sorry that we haven’t been able to bring you all the fun 

of the Street Festival, Carnival and Confetti Battle this year and 

current circumstances prevent us from having our usual Lan-

tern Parade. HOWEVER...Instead, we will be hosting Devizes 

Winter Festival focussing on an art installation trail and market 

stalls full of local Independent Traders, Makers and Crafters 
 

We will be ensuring audiences and shoppers stay safe and fol-

low appropriate Coronavirus safety measures. The event will 

run from Friday 27th to Sunday 29th November. We hope this 

will give festival-goers more time and space to browse stalls, 

pick up some special Christmas gifts and enjoy delicious food.  
 

Traders to register your interest and for further information 

visit our website: https://www.docadevizes.org.uk/christmas-

stalls/ 
 

We will be releasing further information for audiences soon. 

Please save the date! 

https://www.docadevizes.org.uk/christmas-stalls/?fbclid=IwAR0MQR7UkA5csotxo6dZIGTYq1Ga5aqQdNLTMgLYVAm_MBgrXBquPPa_bqE
https://www.docadevizes.org.uk/christmas-stalls/?fbclid=IwAR0MQR7UkA5csotxo6dZIGTYq1Ga5aqQdNLTMgLYVAm_MBgrXBquPPa_bqE
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All types of upholstery and soft 
furnishing work undertaken at 

‘very competitive rates’ 

• Chairs/sofas re-sprung, recovered & repaired 
• Curtains made to measure 
• Furniture re-caning 

 
For a free quotation please contact  

Hazel Rennie on 01380 722845 

TONY PARSONS 
Domestic Appliance Engineer 

Cookers                          Driers          Washing Machines 

SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Tel: 01380 723279             Mobile: 07970 117023 
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Sadly, due to the Covid-19 pandemic Worton Toddlers has 
been closed since March 18th. Unfortunately we will remain 
closed for the foreseeable future due to the continuing strict 
Government guidelines on use of the village hall. Please see 
our Facebook page for updates on when we may be able to 
return. In the meantime we hope you are staying safe and 
keeping well. 

Ali, Hilary, Tina and Ellie xx 
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Local professional scaffolding service 
 

Please call 01380 726999 
 

www.iscaffwilts.co.uk 
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Worton and Marston Village Hall 
Run for the community by volunteers 

 

Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more 
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing -  

fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs 
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall  

for the benefit of the community 
Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248  

or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net 
www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk/ 

 

The Children's Society - House Boxes 

 
 

The Children's Society is a National Charity that helps vulnerable 
children and young people suffering from abuse, neglect, poverty 
and fear of violence and those who have run away from home for 
any of these reasons. The circumstances enforced by the pandemic 
exacerbate the dangers. 
 

To illustrate the size of the problem the Society estimates that this 
Christmas 6,000 children or young people will run away from 
home, 46,000 will be at risk of abuse and half a million with mental 
health problems will feel they have no one to turn to for help. 
 

If you would like to help vulnerable children, the House Box 
scheme is an easy way to do it. 

 

Participants take a Society box into their homes and throughout the 
year put into it any loose or spare change they may have. At the end 
of a year boxes are collected from all of the holders, emptied and 
the money counted by responsible people before sending it to The 
Children's Society. Box holders will be advised of the amount that 
they collected during the year, and empty boxes will be returned to 
them to repeat the procedure in the following year.  

 

I have now succeeded Ali Pratt as Box Coordinator for Christ 
Church, Worton, so should you be interested in becoming a Box 
Holder or require further information please contact me. 
 

If you are already a Box Holder I will be contacting you soon as it 
is almost time for boxes to be opened. 
 

Tony Walker  01380 725785 
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Are you Crafty? 
 
 

                What        Block printing for Xmas!  
                                 Wrapping paper/gift bags/tags.  

 
 
 
 

                When       Whenever you’d like!! 
 
 
 
 
 

                Where      Wherever you’d like        
              
 
 
 

                 Cost         £2.50 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Contact:   Rosemary   01380 725859  or 
                                   Sarah          01380 720244  
                                To organise the when and where!                                              
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A Message from Richard Gamble  

 

Wiltshire Councillor for The Lavingtons & Erlestoke Division 
 

It is now more than 6 months since the privations of the pandemic 
came upon us. On 23 March, the Prime Minister told the country 
that ‘people must stay at home and certain businesses must close’.  
 

For some, the subsequent period has been a nightmare. Loss of in-
come. Loss of contact with friends. Even in Wiltshire, it has meant a 
loss of loved ones.  
 

For me, it took a little while to get used to the new routines. No offi-
cial meetings. No social meetings. No visits to the shops, pubs or 
restaurants. No visits from the family. Daily reports from govern-
ment about deaths and infections. It felt a bit as if war had been de-
clared but we were not allowed to make any contribution to the war 
effort.  
 

Yet there were some good outcomes. Wonderful community groups 
stepped in to help the needy. Council services adapted admirably to 
the new normal. Not least, the spring days were lengthening and the 
weather in April was glorious. In the circumstances, I was more or 
less forced to sit in the garden enjoying a cocktail or two. It was a 
sense of duty that made me do it. 
 

More constructively, I learnt how to use Zoom and other technolo-
gies. It has meant that every week I have been able to meet old 
friends virtually whom I would normally have been lucky to see on-
ly once or twice a year. Also, delivery of veggie boxes from local 
suppliers provided a range of wonderful foods that I would not nor-
mally have bought or cooked. My culinary skills and range im-
proved, albeit from a pretty low level.  
 

Slowly, the lockdown rules were relaxed and family visits happened 
again. My public duties recommenced gently and virtual corporate 
meetings became the norm. I returned to shopping in person and 
learnt to wear a mask, although I know that some people have found 
this very difficult. They have my sympathy and respect.  
 

Unfortunately, I fear that progress has now stalled in the country, 
although Wiltshire remains one of the safest places. However, the 
days are getting shorter and the weather is getting colder so any re-
turn to lockdown will be much less comfortable.   

 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page)  

 

I know Council services will again adapt as far as possible and I 
am sure communities will still be supportive. But if you are one 
of those who are struggling or suffering, my thoughts are with 
you. Stay safe and try to stay positive.  
 

You may contact me about this or any other matter  
by email to richard.gamble@wiltshire.gov.uk  

or by phone on 07762 018209 

 
 

OCTOBER  

BOOK SWAP 
 
 

 
Several familiar faces came 

to our September Book Swap 
and it was good to catch up.  

October at the moment looks unlikely (we are practically always 
more than 6!), but if it is possible, we will meet on  

on Saturday 10th October, 10.00am - 12noon,   
at West View House, 109 High Street Worton,  

hosted by Sally Collins. 

mailto:richard.gamble@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Situated in Blackberry Lane, Potterne. 
 

Childcare awarded  
Outstanding in all areas by Ofsted  

 

Registered to deliver Free Entitlement  
for all ages 

Sessional care 9-12 or 12-3  
or full days available 

Homely indoor natural environment  
Stimulating outdoor space 
Welcome to visit anytime 

www.carersnest.co.uk 
01380 698088 

Follow our Facebook page  
for up to date information 

Rose and Crown 
Worton 

 

01380 724202 
 

                             Lunch time opening          Evening opening 
Monday                    Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Tuesday                          Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Wednesday                       Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Thursday                      Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Friday  Coffee Morning   10.30 - 2.30                  6pm -11.30pm 
Saturday                        12.00 - 2.30                  6pm -11.30pm  
Sunday                    12.00 - 2.30                  7pm -10.00pm  
                                                                                 7pm -11.00pm (on Quiz Sundays) 

 

Rolls and sandwiches available. 
Also look out for ‘Bill and Gerry’s’ Pop Up kitchen signs  

when they come here and cook. 

 

We have a pool table, darts and skittles. 
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.  

Please pop in to the pub to find out what’s happening each month  
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Gardening Club 

 

In spite of indifferent weather throughout August, which provided 
some rainfall, our garden is dreadfully dry, and our flowers are look-
ing a little jaded. The exceptionally hot spell basically finished off 
our runner beans, so Jane and I decided to cut them down, along with 
the French beans, which certainly weren't the dwarf variety we 
thought we had planted. We cut the stems off just above ground level 
leaving the roots in the soil hopefully providing continued nourish-
ment for future crops. Looking back our garden has been good this 
season, and although my Parsnip crop is very limited this year we 
will be self sufficient in leeks for the foreseeable future. I haven't 
spent as much time in the garden as I should have this Summer as my 
H.G.V. driving skills have been in demand for the last two months. I 
have just finished two weeks of night driving to the Pallet Track hub 
at Wolverhampton for Mike Garbutt. I did this job last year, and 
found the two Traffic Controllers very helpful and we became good 
friends, so it was good to go and see them again. Mole Valley have 
been asking for my services again so I am looking forward to a busy 
Winter. Jane has plans to change our borders ready for next year so I 
will be keeping fit in the garden over the next month or so.  

Dave 

 

As you will have realised, the changes in Government Covid rules/
regulations have made it more difficult for us to meet in the Village 
Hall….therefore there will not be a Gardening Club meeting in Octo-
ber….(and possibly not in November or December either!)  
Our online exchanges while the Bridge could not be published were 
most enjoyable/informative/entertaining……so it would be great to 
continue that until we can meet again in the “real world” 
 

Sally Brooks   & Rosemary Rosenfeld 
 

Contacts: 
daveloveys@aol.com 
svwood90@hotmail.com 
rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk 

‘Gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh, how beautiful,’ and sitting in 
the shade.’  

                                                                     Rudyard Kipling 

mailto:daveloveys@aol.com
mailto:svwood90@hotmail.com
mailto:rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk
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Moles 
 

Moles are small mammals adapted to living underground. They have 
cylindrical bodies, velvety fur, very small, inconspicuous ears and 
eyes, reduced hindlimbs, and short, powerful forelimbs with large 
paws adapted for digging. 
 

Moles are found in most parts of North America, Europe and Asia.  
They are known as pests to human activities such as agriculture, 
lawncare, and gardening. However, they do not eat plant roots; they 
only cause damage indirectly, as they eat earthworms and other 
small invertebrates in the soil. While moles may be viewed as pests, 
they do provide many positive contributions to the soil, gardens, and 
the ecosystem, including soil aeration, feeding on slugs and other 
small creatures that do eat plant roots, and providing prey for other 
wildlife. 
 

In Middle English, moles were known as moldwarp (the mold part 
of the word means soil and the warp part means throw, hence "one 
who throws soil"). The expression "don't make a mountain out of a 
molehill" (which means "exaggerating problems") was first recorded 
in Tudor times.  
 

Male moles are called "boars", females are called "sows". A group 
of moles is called a "labour". 
 

Moles have been found to tolerate higher levels of carbon dioxide 
than other mammals. In addition to this, moles utilize oxygen more 
effectively by reusing the exhaled air, and as a result, are able to sur-
vive in low-oxygen environments such as burrows. 
 

A mole's diet primarily consists of earthworms and other small in-
vertebrates found in the soil. The mole runs are in reality "worm 
traps", the mole sensing when a worm falls into the tunnel and 
quickly running along to kill and eat it. Because their saliva contains 
a toxin that can paralyse earthworms, moles are able to store their 
still-living prey for later consumption. They construct special under-
ground "larders" for just this purpose; researchers have discovered 
such larders with over a thousand earthworms in them. Before eating 
earthworms, moles pull them between their squeezed paws to force 
the collected earth and dirt out of the worm's gut. 
 

Breeding season for a mole depends on species, but is generally 
February through May. Males search for females by letting out high-
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pitched squeals and tunnelling through foreign areas. 
 

The gestation period of the mole is approximately a month. Three to 
five young are born in the spring. Pups leave the nest 30–45 days 
after birth to find territories of their own. Moles are solitary crea-
tures, meeting up only to mate. Territories may overlap, but moles 
avoid each other and males may fight fiercely if they meet. 
 

Moles' pelts have a velvety texture not found in surface animals. 
Surface-dwelling animals tend to have longer fur with a natural ten-
dency for the nap to lie in a particular direction, but to facilitate 
their burrowing lifestyle, mole pelts are short and very dense and 
have no particular direction to the nap. This makes it easy for moles 
to move backwards underground, as their fur is not "brushed the 
wrong way". The leather is extremely soft and supple. Queen Alex-
andra, the wife of Edward VII of the United Kingdom, ordered a 
mole-fur garment to start a fashion that would create a demand for 
mole fur, thereby turning what had been a serious pest problem in 
Scotland into a lucrative industry for the country. Hundreds of pelts 
are cut into rectangles and sewn together to make a coat. The natu-
ral colour is taupe (derived from the French noun taupe meaning 
mole). 
 

William Buckland, known for eating every animal he could, opined 
that mole meat tasted vile. 
 

(Source - Wikipedia) 
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Boost your Immune System 
 

Your best defence against any infection is an active and healthy im-
mune system. Make the following part of your routine: 
 

  Exercise: make sure that your immune system gets a boost by 
taking regular exercise. Aim for 30 to 40 minutes, three or four 
times a week. 
 

  Eat well: the foods you eat and what you drink are essential fac-
tors for immune function. Try to limit alcohol consumption to a 
moderate level to avoid vitamin deficiencies and lowered immunity. 
 

  Drink up: keep hydrated by drinking lots of water. Hydrated 
cells are better at fighting infection and flushing toxins, germs, and 
contaminants from your body. 
 

  Eat your five-a-day: fruits and vegetables contain phytonutrients, 
antioxidants, fibres, oils, and acids that keep you healthy and your 
immune system happy. Eat plenty and try to include as many differ-
ent colours as you can to ensure you benefit from the full range of 
bioactive compounds they contain. 

Source: netdoctor.co.uk 
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Community Speed Watch (CSW)  

 
 

  Debbie has now stepped down as Team Leader and we thank her 
for all her hard work over the last nine years. As well as scheduling 
the rota for us and liaising with Wiltshire Police, Debbie has at-
tended several CSW workshops on behalf of the village.  

   

Community Speed Watch has now resumed after a break during 
the coronavirus restrictions.  Perhaps you have seen our volunteers 
on duty with the camera opposite Gaisford Chase 
or Sandleaze. The camera monitors the speed of vehicles and we 
complete a return of registration numbers, dates and times, to Wilt-
shire Police of any who are over the reportable speed. The owner 
of the vehicle will then receive a letter from Wiltshire Police draw-
ing their attention to the fact that they have broken the speed limit 
and urging them to slow down. The registration numbers are moni-
tored by the Police so that they can identify regular or excessive 
speeders.  

   

We are working 2 weeks on and 2 weeks off at the moment. 1 ses-
sion per day at present, as  under the coronavirus guidelines, we 
must allow for the camera to be cleaned between du-
ties. We  have 11 volunteers but we would be pleased to welcome 
any new volunteers, if anyone is interested in joining in. You can 
volunteer for as many sessions as you want to and even just one 
hour per month would make a difference. We plan our schedule of 
duties and this enables us to communicate them to Wiltshire Police 
in advance. When possible the Police will drive through the village 
during our Speed Watch session and will stop for a chat if they 
can.  

  

At present Community Speed Watch is the only means we have of 
trying to deter speeding traffic in the village, so we are keen to re-
cruit more volunteers.  However we hope shortly to be in discus-
sion with the Parish Council about the possibility of installing a 
Speed Indicator Device in the village.  

  

If you are interested to know more or would like to join CSW and 
help to reduce speeding vehicles in the village, please do get in 
touch.  

  

Suzanne                   
724098  
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Extracts from The Bridge (October 1990),  

kindly provided by Tony Walker)  
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Extracts from The Bridge (October 1990),  

kindly provided by Tony Walker)  
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Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15th October 2020 
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton 

Telephone: 01380 728664 
email address:   editorofthebridge@gmail.com 

Regular Meetings  

 

In the Village Hall  
(all currently suspended or on Zoom) 

 

• Gardening Club   
     3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug/Dec) 

• Pilates classes  
    Thursdays 7pm-8pm & 8pm-9pm 

• Ladies Group 
    Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec) 

• Women's Institute   
    2nd Tuesday 7.45pm 

• Worton Toddler Group 
    Wednesday 10.00 am - Noon 

• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies 
Alternate Tuesdays (term time only) 

• Worton Parish Council Meeting 
   1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on 

notice boards 

 

In the Chapel at Marston 
(currently suspended or on Zoom)  

• Marston Parish Council Meeting 
    Last Tuesday (every odd month) 

 
 

Various Venues  
Announced Monthly 

• Book Swap 
    2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon 

 

Mobile Library 
Location: The School, 1.10 - 1.50pm   
Next Date:    tbc 
 
 

Call Wiltshire Library Services  
on 01225 713727 for information 

VILLAGE DIARY 

Kerbside Collections  
 
 

Black box and Plastic   
and card recycling:  
Tuesdays 6th & 20th   

 

 

Household waste: 
Weds 14th & 28th  

 

 

Garden waste: 
Fridays 2nd & 16th & 30th   

  

Worton and  

Marston Link                                                                                                                         
 
 

If you need help with 
transport for hospital 

appointments visiting the doc-
tor and dentist or other im-
portant journeys. 
 

 Call  W&M Link 
on   07413 912828     

Forthcoming Events 
 
 

10th   Book Swap  
          (possibly!) 


